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This half term (Spring 2), Reception will be learning about the following topics:

	Communication, Language and Literacy 
	Phonics: Continue Phase 3 Letters and Sounds. Learn 25 letters, continue to practise CVC blending and segmenting and apply this knowledge to read and spell simple 2 syllable words and captions. Learn letter names. Learn read some tricky words and begin to spell some of these words. 

	
	We will look at a variety of books from the Reception reading list and learn to predict what they may be about and answer how and why questions about the text. We will segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and know which letters represent some of them. Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of books.

Carry out our own research using computers and non-fiction books. 

We will links sounds to letters, naming and sounding of the letters of the alphabet. We will write such as labels and captions. We will begin to write short sentences in meaningful contexts.



	Mathematical Development 
	We will be covering the following:

Progress from seeing the concrete representations to pictorial representations. Using counters on a ten frame. Develop vocabulary to describe the position of objects. Look at items from different viewpoints and draw representations of the items they see. Focusing on the properties of 3D shapes through hands on exploration and play. Introducing the names of 2D shapes and some words to describe their properties. Finding 2D shapes in the world around them.

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	We will learn to explain our own knowledge and understanding, and ask appropriate questions of others.

We will take steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g. finding a compromise.

We will play co-operatively, taking turns with others. We will take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. We will show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children.

	Physical Development
	We will continue to ensure we are using the tripod grip to hold our pencil and forming our letters correctly using PenPals software to help us. We wiill form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

We will show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. We will move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. We will handle equipment and tools effectively.

	Expressive Arts and Design  Development
	We will look at the engineering process and design, build and improve a houseboat. We will construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources. 

We will use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.

We will select appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary. 

We will select tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using. 

We will sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. We will experiment with colour, design, texture, form and function.

	Understanding the World
	We will be looking at seasonal changes. We will conduct experiments to investigate changes in forces. We will celebrate We will learn to log onto our own personal Purple Mash account and complete ‘2Dos.’ We will practise for our Spring celebration. We will celebrate Book Week, Easter and Mother’s Day.



Homework will be given out on a Friday to be handed in by the following Wednesday. Please read with your child regularly and record this in their reading record, as it is part of their weekly homework. 
PE sessions will be on a Friday and your child needs to have a named PE kit for these lessons. In school we are encouraging your child to get changed independently and would appreciate your support in helping your child to do this at home. We are encouraging them to put on their shirts and begin to fasten their buttons. It is an important skill which increases your child’s independence and confidence. 
Please can you also ensure your child brings their book bag to school every day. We encourage your child to change their reading books regularly they need their schoolbooks to do this.  
Your child is also encouraged to bring a bottle of water each day. In school we will encourage the children to drink their water.  Fruit juice or cordial are not allowed. We also encourage your child to bring a healthy snack however fresh fruit is available every day for your child to choose a piece of. 
Thank you for your continued support and co-operation.
Ms Van Cook
