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This half term (Autumn 1), Year 6 will be learning about the following topics:

	English
	Grammar and punctuation: Main word classes, word class nouns, relative clauses, commas, apostrophes and collective nouns. Revision of speech marks for direct and report speech punctuation. Spelling: spelling roots and patterns with prefixes and suffixes and homophones application. Key word spellings.

We will be studying Roald Dahl reading ‘The Boy.’ To link with this, we will be learning about biographical writing and creating our own autobiographies. We will write biographies about Queen Victoria linked to our work in history. We will also be writing scientific texts linked to our work on adaptation about a mythical miptor and tongo lizard. 

	English Targets
	· To be able to spell words with different suffixes including ious, ible and able and be able to spell key words from the Y5/6 list.

· To be able to recognise and use different types of nouns in sentences

· To be able to use commas to mark boundaries and as advanced punctuation

· To revise the use of speech marks and apostrophes 

· To be able to use inference to find details by reading between the lines

· To be able to answer questions about the author’s use of language in the text 

	Maths
	In this half term we will be focusing on number composition and place value. We will be looking at the structure of numbers up to and beyond 10 million. Children will be ordering and comparing large numbers. We will focus on negative and positive numbers and calculations and problem solving involving these. We will also consolidate number properties for squared, cubed and triangular numbers. The children will revise using written methods for the four operations. Consolidation of mental and arithmetic calculations strategies 

	Maths Targets
	· To be able to use written methods for addition and subtraction of large numbers

· To be able to read, write and deal with the place value of numbers beyond 1 million.

· To be able to solve problems involving properties of numbers and use reasoning skills.

· To be able to add and subtract negative and positive numbers and also solve problems in context with positives and negatives

· To use mental strategies for adding and subtracting large numbers. 



	Science
	In Science, we will be learning about plants and animals in biology. We will learn about how to classify animals and plants and also compare and contrast lifecycles. We will build on our understanding of lifecycles by dissecting barn owl pellets.  In Chemistry, we begin to explore and investigate the properties of materials.



	History
	Children will consider the impact of Queen Victoria and this era of industrialisation. We will think about ‘Who were the Victorians?’ The topic will include a study of the Victorian era and research project on a famous Victorian person. The children will study the chronology of key events in the Victorian era and what Manchester was like in the industrial period. There will be detailed coverage of homes and the landscape of Manchester in the Victorian Era. 

	Geography
	This half term we will be learning about rivers- how they are formed and what makes the water flow. We will consider the water cycle, how rivers can become polluted, the physical processes of erosion and deposition and flooding. We will study the local River Bollin and River Mersey and the impact on human settlements nearby, including field work.

We will be visiting the River Bollin at Quarry Bank Mill to learn about the river and conduct field work, along with detailed mapping of the surrounding area. 

	Computing 
	This half term we will be focusing on coding using 2code on Purple Mash. We will learn how to create programs with an action that repeats, use If statements to allow selection and understand what a variable is. 

	P.E.
	We will be learning and consolidating cricket skills in our weekly lesson outdoors to develop our control and match skills. The children will be playing matches and working on team games and skills for cricket. 
We will also be developing our movement and control in gymnastics, creating sequences and using equipment to develop rhythmic gymnastics in small groups and individually. 


	R.E.
	Is it better to express your religion through arts and buildings or in charitable actions? Describe and make connections between examples of religious art and buildings.  Show understanding or the value of art and sacred buildings and suggest reasons why some believers see generosity and charity as more important than buildings and art. 



	P.S.R.H.E. & Citizenship
	Democracy and New beginnings-rights and responsibilities around school in Year 6, coping with feelings in new situations. Expectations and setting goals for ourselves for the new year. We will cover our work in Black History month to learn about the life and role of Martin Luther King and Walter Tull and their legacies. 
Kagan teambuilding activities- what skills do I need to work collaboratively?

Elections for school nominated positions of heads and deputies. 

	Music
	We will be learning about ‘roundabout’ music and how to sing and perform in musical rounds. Children will be beginning to play and respond the musical rounds in the classroom. 

	French
	French: Developing listening, speaking and reading skills in French. General revision of greetings and basic French conversational skills. Children will begin to tell the time in French, developing their knowledge of vocabulary in this area. They will also start to give directions.

	Art 
	The children will look at the invention of photography and the use of portraits for the Royal Family. We will recreate our own Victorian portraits and silhouettes, influenced by Victorian artists. 

The children will create pencil sketches of Victorian Manchester using a range of shades and tones in their work. 


Weekly homework will be handed out on Friday, to be returned to school by the following Wednesday.

Spelling Test: Friday     Mental Arithmetic Test: Thursday
   Guided Reading: Monday
P.E.: Monday (Tag rugby), Friday (Indoor PE) 
Please can you also ensure your child has the correct equipment required for school: A blue cartridge pen with spare refills, pencil, ruler, glue stick and eraser. They also require a named water bottle.
Occasionally the children may need to miss some assembly time to take part in an additional Maths or English session following on from our classwork. If you would like more details about this, please speak to us. 
Thank you for your continued support and co-operation.

Mrs Burnham and Mrs Oldham
